words that 10-year-old Jane
Tarrant Lewitinn would hear
her mother speak.

The year was 1934. Jane
usually accompanied her parents
on weekend trips to her grandparents’farm in Powder Springs,
Ga., about a 30-minute drive from their Atlanta home. In fact, she was
already in the back seat of the car as her parents prepared to leave. But
when she dozed off as her parents packed the car, her mother told her to
go back to bed. Her aunt across the street would come over and awaken
her in time for Sunday school.

Jane walked to church that morning, then came home after Sunday
school to an empty house. Undaunted, she went to her aunt’s house,
assuming her parents had simply been delayed.

But Jane’s life changed forever when she learned the real answer
several hours later. Police officers arrived at her aunt’s doorstep to relay
the crushing news that her parents had been in a car accident.

Janess Parents, 1933
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